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As we enter into this short period of Ordinary Time 

 Between the Christmas season and Lent 

Our readings look at discipleship 

The invitation of God 

Are we accepting this invitation? 

Do we reject it? 

Do we say OK Lord, but not today? 

We also get insight to who it is we are called to follow 

Who is this Jesus Christ? 

Is he still relevant to us? 

In the Epistles Paul gives us practical advice on being disciples 

  On living this call to be witnesses of the Gospel to the world 

 

In our first reading we encounter Samuel 

He was a miracle child 

Born to a baron woman 

She begged God for the gift of a child 

When she received this child 

She gave him back to God as a youth 

She placed him in the care of the chief priest Eli 

We see God’s hand here 

Because Eli was a lazy, corrupt servant 
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He had 2 sons he was grooming to take over 

And they were worse 

Taking advantage of the people of God 

Corruption ruled the house of Eli 

Yet this is where Hannah brought her son to be educated and trained 

Being raised in this environment 

It is not a surprise Samuel was asleep 

Physically and spiritually 

But the Lord calls 

Thinking it is Eli 

Samuel goes to him 

What do you want? 

Eli is sleeping as well 

Spiritually and physically 

He doesn’t recognize that the Lord is calling the boy 

Just go back to sleep and quit bothering me 

Again and again the Lord calls 

Finally, Eli is roused form his spiritual slumber and realizes it is 

the Lord calling 

If you hear him again, say ‘speak Lord, your servant is listening’ 

So Samuel goes back to sleep and when he hears the voice calling 

He responds: Speak Lord, your servant is listening 
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This encounter changed Samuel 

It awakened him to the presence of God in his life 

The message God gave Samuel was that he would visit His people 

He would bring judgment on the corruption of Eli and his sons 

Indeed, the two sons would perish in a battle with the Philistines 

Eli would perish when he hears the news of his sons 

And Samuel grows up 

The Lord is with him 

Not permitting any word of his to be without effect 

Samuel accepted the invitation from God 

He was changed, and all Israel with him 

Here I am Lord, I come to do your will 

 

These first followers of Jesus hear an invitation as well 

Tradition has it that the second was John 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

For the 1st century Jews 

The lamb of God was a sacrificial lamb 

One that would be offered up for the Passover meal 

So when they hear the Baptist call him the Lamb of God 

Their curiosity is peaked 

So they follow 
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Then Jesus turns to them 

Looks at them 

What are you looking for? 

Rabbi, where are you staying? 

Come, and you will see 

Where was he staying? 

Awake; in the presence of the Father 

The physical location was not important 

It was his spiritual presence that mattered 

This simple exchange 

This first encounter will change the entirety of their lives 

Not only theirs 

But all of the disciples right down to our day 

So Andrew goes immediately to find his brother 

We have found the Messiah 

But who really found who? 

Andrew brings Simon to Jesus 

Jesus looked at him 

The exact words that describe when Peter denies Christ 

He looked at him, and Peter went out and wept bitterly 

Here Jesus looked at him 

You are Simon, the son of John 
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You will be called Cephas - Translated Peter 

Encounters with God in the Old Testament often resulted in a 

different name 

Over 40 name changes in all 

Abram becomes Abraham 

Sarai becomes Sarah 

Jacob becomes Israel 

A new name 

A new identity 

We, too, are given a new identity at our baptism 

A son or daughter of God 

 

This new identity is our call as well 

It is a call that we need to answer daily 

At each moment 

We do not embrace the ‘once saved; always saved’ mantra of 

many Christians 

We are called into a continuous conversion 

It is a call to holiness 

It is a calling that doesn’t discriminate 

Whether one is married or single 

8 years old or 88 
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In school or working 

A professional or laborer 

An owner or an employee 

A priest, religious or a lay person 

There are no exceptions 

Now how we live this call is different for each one 

The call remains 

And within that call is a new identity 

Because this call to holiness is a call to a deeper relationship 

Take a couple for example 

The relationship when they are dating changes with an engagement 

It changes with marriage 

With the addition of children 

As empty nesters  

With retirement 

With the death of a spouse 

The relationship grows and adapts 

The same as our relationship with God 

If our spiritual growth ended with confirmation 

We are trying to live mature spiritual lives with an immature faith 

      That would be like entrusting your health to a 1st year med student 

Or to a high school kid that thinks they want to be a doctor 
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We are called to more 

We are called to become saints 

We are called to holiness 

This is what St Paul is telling us in his letter to the Corinthians 

It is God’s initiative 

We respond, as Andrew and John did in the Gospel 

We are not autonomous creatures 

Indifferent to a relationship with God 

We are made in his image and likeness 

We have been purchased at a price 

Redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ 

What do you seek? 

Come, and see 

 


